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Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (PPC) 

1. Extent and Application (Sections 1–5) The PPC extends to the whole of Pakistan and 

applies to every person for any act or omission contrary to its provisions committed within its 

territory. Section 4 extends its application extraterritorially in specified circumstances, such 

as offences committed by Pakistani citizens abroad or on vessels/aircraft registered in 

Pakistan. Section 5 preserves the operation of special or local laws, meaning the PPC does 

not automatically override specialized legislation dealing with particular offences. These 

foundational provisions establish the territorial and personal scope of criminal liability under 

the Code. Understanding this scope is essential before analyzing any substantive offence. 

2. General Explanations (Section 6) Section 6 provides that every definition, penal 

provision, and illustration in the Code must be understood subject to the General Exceptions 

contained in Chapter IV, even though these exceptions are not repeated in every section. This 

ensures that defenses such as insanity, necessity, or accident are automatically read into every 

offence-creating provision without needing express repetition. It reflects a drafting technique 

ensuring consistency and brevity across the Code while preserving essential defenses. This 

provision is foundational to correctly interpreting any specific offence in conjunction with the 

General Exceptions. It is frequently tested as a starting point for understanding the Code's 

interpretive structure. 

3. Definitions — Person, Public, Government (Sections 11–17) These sections define 

foundational terms used throughout the Code, including "person" (which includes companies, 

associations, and bodies of persons), "public" (any class of the public or community), and 

"Government" (Federal or Provincial Government as appropriate). Such definitions ensure 

consistent application of offences involving corporate entities, public welfare, or state 

authority. Section 21 further defines "public servant," a term central to numerous offences 

relating to abuse of official position. These definitional provisions form the interpretive 

backbone for accurately applying substantive offences throughout the Code. Precision in 

understanding these terms prevents misapplication of specific criminal provisions. 

4. Public Servant (Section 21) Section 21 provides an extensive definition of "public 

servant," covering categories such as commissioned officers, judges, officers of courts, and 

persons in the pay of government service, among others. This definition is central to 

numerous offences under the Code specifically targeting abuse of official position, including 

offences under Chapter IX (Offences by or Relating to Public Servants). It also determines 

applicability of enhanced procedural protections, such as sanction requirements for 

prosecution under Section 197 of the CrPC. Courts have interpreted this definition broadly to 

cover a wide range of persons exercising public functions. This definition remains critically 

important in anti-corruption and public accountability litigation. 

5. Culpable Homicide (Section 299(j) & Section 299) Culpable homicide is defined as 

causing death by doing an act with the intention of causing death, or with the intention of 

causing bodily injury likely to cause death, or with knowledge that the act is likely to cause 

death. This forms the broader genus of unlawful killing, of which qatl-i-amd (intentional 

murder) is a specific, more serious species under Pakistan's Islamized criminal law 

framework. The distinction between culpable homicide and murder hinges primarily on the 

degree of intention and specific circumstances surrounding the act. Understanding this 

foundational distinction is essential to correctly classifying and charging homicide offences. 

This concept underlies the entire structure of homicide-related provisions in the Code. 
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6. Qatl-i-Amd / Murder (Sections 300–302) Following the Islamization of criminal law 

through the Qisas and Diyat Ordinance (later incorporated into the PPC), qatl-i-amd refers to 

intentional killing, defined under Section 300 with several enumerated circumstances 

establishing the requisite intention or knowledge. Section 302 prescribes punishment, which 

may include qisas (retribution), tazir (discretionary punishment), or death/life imprisonment 

depending on the circumstances and whether qisas is enforceable. This represents Pakistan's 

distinctive Islamic law-influenced approach to homicide, differing significantly from the 

classical common law "murder" framework. The available punishments and their conditions 

reflect an integration of Islamic legal principles with codified criminal law. This is one of the 

most critically important and frequently tested areas of Pakistani criminal law. 

7. Qisas and Diyat (Sections 299, 310–338, related provisions) Qisas refers to the Islamic 

law principle of retribution in kind for intentional killing or injury, while diyat refers to 

compensation payable to the victim or their heirs, both incorporated into Pakistani criminal 

law through the Qisas and Diyat Ordinance, 1990, later made part of the PPC. These 

provisions allow the heirs of a victim to waive or compound qisas, either with or without 

compensation, reflecting a restorative dimension within Pakistan's homicide law framework. 

Sections 310 and related provisions detail the circumstances and procedure for such waiver or 

compounding. This framework represents a fundamental and distinctive feature of Pakistan's 

criminal justice system compared to purely secular common law jurisdictions. It remains one 

of the most significant areas of Islamic criminal law tested in judicial interviews. 

8. Qatl Shibh-i-Amd (Section 315–316) Qatl shibh-i-amd refers to a killing that resembles 

intentional murder but lacks the specific intent required for qatl-i-amd, typically involving an 

act done with intent to cause harm using a weapon or means not likely to cause death, but 

which nonetheless results in death. This category occupies an intermediate position between 

fully intentional murder and unintentional killing, reflecting the graduated approach to 

culpability under Islamic-influenced criminal law. Punishment under Section 316 typically 

involves diyat and may include tazir imprisonment, but generally excludes qisas. This 

distinction requires careful factual analysis regarding the weapon used, manner of attack, and 

apparent intention of the accused. It remains a nuanced and frequently examined category 

within Pakistan's homicide law framework. 

9. Qatl Bis-Sabab and Qatl-e-Khata (Sections 317–319) Qatl bis-sabab refers to causing 

death indirectly, without direct intention, through an act that is not by itself intended to cause 

death, while qatl-e-khata refers to death caused by mistake, either in the act or the identity of 

the victim, without any intention to cause harm to the actual victim. These categories reflect 

further graduations of culpability based on the presence or absence of direct intention and the 

nature of the causal connection to death. Punishment typically involves diyat rather than qisas 

or severe tazir imprisonment, reflecting reduced moral culpability. These distinctions are 

important in accurately classifying homicide offences arising from accidents, negligence, or 

mistaken identity. This area requires careful factual and legal analysis to correctly categorize 

the nature of the killing. 

10. Hurt and Grievous Hurt (Sections 332–337) Hurt refers to causing bodily pain, disease, 

or infirmity to another person, while grievous hurt encompasses more serious categories of 

injury specifically enumerated under Section 337, such as emasculation, permanent loss of 

sight or hearing, fracture, or disfigurement of the face. Following Islamization, these 

provisions were significantly restructured to align with qisas and diyat principles for various 

categories of bodily harm, each carrying specific compensation and punishment schemes. 
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The classification of injury as simple or grievous, and its further sub-categorization under the 

detailed provisions of Section 337, significantly affects both charge framing and potential 

punishment. This area requires careful medico-legal analysis, often necessitating expert 

testimony regarding the nature and severity of injuries. It remains a frequently tested and 

practically significant area given the prevalence of assault-related litigation. 

11. Kidnapping and Abduction (Sections 359–369) Kidnapping involves either kidnapping 

from Pakistan (conveying a person beyond the country's limits without their consent) or 

kidnapping from lawful guardianship (taking a minor or person of unsound mind from lawful 

guardianship without consent). Abduction, defined under Section 362, involves compelling or 

inducing a person by force or deceitful means to go from any place. These offences carry 

enhanced punishment when committed with specific aggravating intentions, such as for 

ransom, murder, or unlawful confinement. The distinction between kidnapping and 

abduction, and their respective aggravated forms, is frequently tested regarding proper charge 

framing. This category of offences remains significant given its prevalence and the serious 

harm inflicted on victims. 

12. Rape (Section 375–376) Section 375 defines rape as sexual intercourse with a woman 

under specified circumstances negating valid consent, including against her will, without her 

consent, or with consent obtained through fear, fraud, or where she is under a specified age. 

Section 376 prescribes punishment, including enhanced punishment for aggravated 

circumstances such as gang rape or rape of a minor, following significant legislative reforms 

strengthening protections for victims. Amendments over recent years have introduced 

procedural safeguards, including DNA evidence provisions and specialized courts for 

expeditious trial of such offences. This remains one of the most serious and sensitively 

handled categories of offences under the Code, with continuously evolving jurisprudence and 

legislative reform. It requires careful, victim-sensitive handling throughout investigation, 

trial, and sentencing. 

13. Theft (Sections 378–382) Theft is defined as dishonestly taking movable property out of 

the possession of any person without that person's consent, with the intention of permanently 

depriving them of it. Section 379 prescribes the basic punishment, while subsequent sections 

address aggravated forms, such as theft in a dwelling house or theft by a servant, carrying 

enhanced punishment. The offence requires both a dishonest intention and an actual act of 

taking or moving the property, distinguishing it from mere unauthorized possession. This is 

one of the most foundational property offences under the Code, frequently forming the basis 

for related offences such as robbery and dacoity. Precise application requires careful analysis 

of possession, consent, and dishonest intention at the time of taking. 

14. Extortion (Sections 383–389) Extortion involves intentionally putting a person in fear of 

injury to themselves or another, and thereby dishonestly inducing that person to deliver 

property or valuable security. This offence is distinguished from theft by the element of 

coercion through fear, rather than mere unauthorized taking of property. Aggravated forms 

carry enhanced punishment where the extortion involves fear of death, grievous hurt, or 

accusation of an offence carrying serious punishment. This offence frequently overlaps with 

blackmail-type conduct and requires careful analysis of the causal connection between the 

threat and the victim's compliance. It remains a significant property offence, particularly 

relevant in cases involving coercive threats for financial gain. 
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15. Robbery and Dacoity (Sections 390–402) Robbery is an aggravated form of theft or 

extortion involving the use of force, or the threat of instant death, hurt, or wrongful restraint, 

committed in order to accomplish the taking of property. Dacoity occurs when robbery is 

committed by five or more persons acting in concert, carrying significantly enhanced 

punishment given the heightened danger to public safety. These offences reflect a graduated 

scale of severity, from simple theft through robbery to the most serious collective offence of 

dacoity. Related provisions address offences such as belonging to a gang of dacoits and 

preparation for dacoity, reflecting the law's concern with organized criminal activity. This 

category remains significant in addressing serious property crimes involving violence or 

intimidation. 

16. Criminal Misappropriation and Criminal Breach of Trust (Sections 403–409) 

Criminal misappropriation involves dishonestly using or disposing of property in one's 

possession, which came into that possession without any initial dishonest intention. Criminal 

breach of trust, a related but distinct offence, involves a person entrusted with property or 

dominion over it dishonestly misappropriating or converting it for their own use, in violation 

of a legal obligation or contract regarding its disposal. Section 409 addresses aggravated 

criminal breach of trust by public servants, bankers, or persons in specific fiduciary positions, 

carrying enhanced punishment. These offences are frequently significant in commercial and 

financial crime prosecutions, requiring careful analysis of the nature of entrustment and 

subsequent dishonest conduct. Understanding the distinction between these related property 

offences is essential for accurate charge framing in financial crime cases. 

17. Cheating (Sections 415–420) Cheating involves fraudulently or dishonestly inducing a 

person to deliver property, or to consent to the retention of property, or intentionally inducing 

a person to do or omit to do something they would not otherwise do, causing damage or 

harm. Section 420 addresses aggravated cheating specifically involving dishonest inducement 

to deliver property, carrying enhanced punishment compared to simple cheating under 

Section 417. This offence requires proof of fraudulent or dishonest intention at the time of the 

representation, distinguishing genuine civil breach of contract from criminal deception. It is 

one of the most commonly invoked offences in commercial and financial fraud cases in 

Pakistan. Precise analysis of the accused's state of mind at the relevant time is essential to 

distinguishing cheating from mere civil default. 

18. Forgery (Sections 463–477A) Forgery involves making a false document or electronic 

record, or part of one, with intent to cause damage or injury, to support a claim, or to commit 

fraud. Section 463 defines the offence, while subsequent sections address various aggravated 

forms, including forgery of valuable security, wills, and public records, each carrying distinct 

punishment schemes based on the document's significance. This offence is frequently 

significant in cases involving fraudulent documents, contracts, and financial instruments. 

Related provisions address using forged documents as genuine, which carries similar liability 

to the act of forgery itself. This remains a significant and frequently litigated category of 

offences given the prevalence of document-based fraud in commercial and property 

transactions. 

19. Criminal Intimidation (Sections 503–506) Criminal intimidation involves threatening 

another person with injury to their person, reputation, or property, with intent to cause alarm 

or to compel them to do or refrain from doing an act they are legally entitled to do. Section 

506 prescribes punishment, with enhanced punishment where the threat involves death, 

grievous hurt, or destruction of property by fire. This offence protects individuals from 
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coercive threats that interfere with their free will and lawful conduct, independent of whether 

the threatened harm is actually carried out. It frequently arises in conjunction with other 

offences, such as extortion or defamation, and requires careful analysis of the specific words 

or conduct constituting the threat. This remains a commonly invoked offence in both 

interpersonal and commercial disputes involving coercive conduct. 

20. Defamation (Sections 499–502) Defamation involves making or publishing any 

imputation concerning a person, intending to harm, or knowing or having reason to believe 

that such imputation will harm, their reputation. Section 499 provides several exceptions 

protecting legitimate criticism, fair comment, and truthful statements made in good faith for 

public good. Section 500 prescribes punishment, while related provisions address printing or 

engraving defamatory matter. This offence balances protection of individual reputation 

against fundamental rights of free expression, requiring careful application of the statutory 

exceptions. It remains a frequently invoked, though carefully circumscribed, offence given its 

potential intersection with constitutional free speech protections. 

21. Criminal Conspiracy (Sections 120A–120B) Criminal conspiracy involves an 

agreement between two or more persons to commit an illegal act, or a legal act by illegal 

means, with the agreement itself constituting the offence, subject to specific requirements 

regarding overt acts for certain categories of conspiracy. Section 120B prescribes 

punishment, generally equivalent to the substantive offence conspired to be committed, 

reflecting the serious nature of coordinated criminal planning. This offence allows 

prosecution of collective criminal enterprises even where the ultimate planned offence is not 

completed. Proving conspiracy typically relies heavily on circumstantial evidence, given the 

inherently secretive nature of such agreements. This remains a significant tool in prosecuting 

organized crime, terrorism, and complex financial fraud involving multiple participants. 

22. Abetment (Sections 107–120) Abetment involves instigating a person to commit an 

offence, engaging in a conspiracy for its commission, or intentionally aiding the commission 

of an offence through act or illegal omission. Sections 108–120 detail various circumstances 

and consequences of abetment, including liability where the abetted act is committed, liability 

where it is not committed, and liability where the abettor is present at the commission of the 

offence. Abetment liability is generally derivative but can, in certain circumstances, carry 

punishment equivalent to the principal offence. This concept extends criminal liability 

beyond direct perpetrators to those who instigate, facilitate, or conspire in the commission of 

offences. It remains a foundational concept for understanding extended criminal liability 

throughout the Code. 

23. Attempt to Commit Offences (Section 511) Section 511 provides a general provision 

for punishing attempts to commit offences punishable with imprisonment, where the Code 

does not expressly provide separately for the punishment of such an attempt. An attempt 

requires proof that the accused had the requisite intention and took some direct step toward 

the commission of the offence, going beyond mere preparation. Punishment for attempt is 

generally significantly less than for the completed offence, though certain specific offences 

prescribe separate, sometimes equivalent, punishment for attempt. This provision ensures that 

criminal liability attaches even where an offence is not fully completed due to circumstances 

beyond the accused's control. Distinguishing between mere preparation and a punishable 

attempt remains a frequently tested conceptual challenge in criminal law. 
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24. Common Intention (Section 34) Section 34 provides that when a criminal act is done by 

several persons in furtherance of a common intention, each person is liable for that act as if it 

were done by them alone. This provision establishes constructive joint liability, allowing all 

participants in a common criminal design to be held equally responsible regardless of their 

specific individual role in the actual commission of the offence. Proof of common intention 

typically requires evidence of prior meeting of minds or spontaneous concerted action during 

the commission of the offence. This provision is extensively invoked in cases involving 

multiple accused persons acting together, particularly in violent crimes. It remains one of the 

most significant and frequently tested provisions establishing collective criminal liability. 

25. Common Object (Section 149) Section 149 addresses liability of members of an 

unlawful assembly, providing that if an offence is committed by any member of such 

assembly in prosecution of the common object of that assembly, every other member is guilty 

of that offence, provided they knew it was likely to be committed. This provision differs from 

Section 34 in that it applies specifically to unlawful assemblies of five or more persons with a 

shared unlawful object, rather than requiring proof of a specific common intention regarding 

the particular act. It reflects heightened accountability for participation in collective unlawful 

gatherings that result in serious offences. Distinguishing between Sections 34 and 149 in 

terms of applicable facts and required proof is a frequently tested conceptual comparison. 

This provision remains significant in prosecuting group violence, riots, and mob-related 

offences. 

26. Unlawful Assembly (Sections 141–145) An unlawful assembly is defined as an 

assembly of five or more persons with a common object falling within specified categories, 

such as to overawe government, resist execution of law, commit mischief, or forcibly take 

possession of property. Section 145 addresses the offence of continuing in an unlawful 

assembly after being commanded to disperse by a public servant. This provision addresses 

collective threats to public order distinct from individual criminal conduct, recognizing the 

heightened danger posed by organized group action. It forms the foundation for related 

offences including rioting and the extended liability provisions under Section 149. This 

category remains particularly relevant given its frequent application in cases involving public 

disorder and mob violence. 

27. Rioting (Sections 146–148) Rioting occurs when force or violence is used by an 

unlawful assembly, or any member thereof, in prosecution of the assembly's common object, 

distinguishing it from mere unlawful assembly by the additional element of actual violence. 

Section 148 addresses aggravated rioting where the assembly is armed with deadly weapons, 

carrying enhanced punishment reflecting the increased danger posed. This offence frequently 

arises in the context of public disturbances, protests turning violent, or communal or political 

unrest. Prosecution typically requires establishing both the unlawful common object and the 

actual use of force or violence by the assembly. This category remains significant in 

addressing collective violence affecting public peace and safety. 

28. Offences Relating to Public Servants (Sections 161–171, historical; now largely 

covered by anti-corruption laws) While several original bribery-related provisions have 

been substantially supplemented or superseded by specialized anti-corruption legislation such 

as the National Accountability Ordinance, the PPC retains foundational provisions addressing 

offences by public servants, including disobedience of law, unlawful engagement in trade, 

and abuse of official position. These provisions reflect the Code's foundational concern with 

maintaining integrity and accountability in public administration. Related provisions address 
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impersonation of public servants and wearing unauthorized dress or insignia. Understanding 

the interaction between PPC provisions and specialized anti-corruption legislation is 

important for comprehensive practice in this area. This category remains institutionally 

significant despite substantial legislative supplementation over the decades. 

29. Offences Against Public Justice (Sections 172–229) This chapter addresses offences 

that undermine the proper administration of justice, including giving false evidence, 

fabricating false evidence, and various forms of obstruction or interference with judicial 

proceedings. Sections 191–193 specifically address perjury-related offences, carrying 

significant punishment given the fundamental importance of truthful testimony to the justice 

system. Other provisions address harboring offenders, resistance to lawful apprehension, and 

escape from lawful custody. These offences protect the integrity and proper functioning of 

the judicial and law enforcement system itself. This category remains essential to maintaining 

public confidence in the fair and effective administration of criminal justice. 

30. False Evidence and Fabricating Evidence (Sections 191–200) Section 191 defines 

giving false evidence as making a false statement while legally bound by oath or law to state 

the truth, while Section 192 addresses fabricating false evidence by creating false 

circumstances intended to mislead a judicial proceeding. These offences carry significant 

punishment reflecting the serious harm caused to the integrity of judicial fact-finding. 

Enhanced punishment applies where false evidence results in the conviction and punishment 

of an innocent person for a capital or serious offence. These provisions are essential 

safeguards protecting the reliability of the evidentiary process underlying all judicial 

proceedings. This category intersects closely with the evidentiary safeguards established 

under the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order. 

31. Contempt of Lawful Authority of Public Servants (Sections 172–190) This category 

addresses offences involving disobedience to orders lawfully promulgated by public servants, 

including absconding to avoid service of summons, failure to attend proceedings when 

legally required, and refusal to assist public servants in the execution of their duty. These 

provisions ensure compliance with lawful directions essential to the effective functioning of 

administrative and judicial processes. They reflect a graduated approach to enforcement, 

focusing primarily on lesser offences involving obstruction rather than direct interference 

with justice itself. This category remains relevant to maintaining orderly compliance with 

lawful administrative and judicial requirements. It complements the more serious offences 

against public justice addressed elsewhere in the same chapter. 

32. Offences Relating to Coin and Government Stamps (Sections 230–263A) These 

provisions address counterfeiting of coin, currency notes, and government stamps, along with 

related offences such as possession of counterfeit currency or instruments for counterfeiting. 

Given the fundamental importance of currency integrity to economic stability, these offences 

carry significant punishment, particularly for offences involving counterfeiting of currency 

notes. This chapter reflects the state's strong interest in protecting the integrity of its monetary 

and fiscal instruments from fraudulent replication. These offences frequently intersect with 

broader financial crime and economic offences legislation. This category remains significant 

given the serious economic harm caused by currency counterfeiting. 

33. Offences Affecting the Public Health, Safety, Convenience, Decency and Morals 

(Sections 268–294) This chapter addresses a range of offences including public nuisance, 

negligent conduct with respect to poisonous substances, fire, or dangerous animals, and 
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offences relating to obscenity and public decency. Section 268 defines public nuisance as an 

act causing common injury, danger, or annoyance to the public or persons in the vicinity. 

These provisions reflect the Code's concern with protecting collective public welfare beyond 

purely individual victim-based offences. They frequently intersect with regulatory and 

administrative law governing public health and safety standards. This category remains 

relevant to a broad range of everyday public order and welfare concerns addressed through 

criminal sanction. 

34. Offences Relating to Religion (Sections 295–298C) These provisions address offences 

involving damage to places of worship, disturbing religious assemblies, and deliberate acts 

intended to outrage religious feelings, reflecting Pakistan's constitutional commitment to 

religious harmony alongside its Islamic identity. Sections 295-B and 295-C specifically 

address offences relating to desecration of the Quran and use of derogatory remarks regarding 

the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), carrying severe punishment including the death 

penalty under Section 295-C. These provisions remain among the most sensitive and closely 

scrutinized in Pakistani criminal law, given their significant social, religious, and legal 

implications. Prosecutions under these sections require particularly careful adherence to 

procedural safeguards given their serious consequences. This category represents a distinctive 

feature of Pakistan's criminal law reflecting its specific socio-religious context. 

35. Offences Relating to Marriage (Sections 493–498) This chapter addresses offences 

including cohabitation caused by deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful marriage, bigamy 

(marrying again during the lifetime of a spouse without lawful dissolution of the earlier 

marriage), and enticing or detaining a married woman with criminal intent. These provisions 

protect the sanctity and legal integrity of marital relationships recognized under Pakistani 

law. Section 498 specifically addresses enticing, taking, or detaining a married woman with 

intent to have illicit intercourse. These offences frequently intersect with family law matters, 

requiring careful coordination between criminal and civil proceedings. This category remains 

significant in protecting fundamental family relationships from fraudulent or coercive 

interference. 

36. Cruelty by Husband or Relatives (Section 498-A, related provisions) Reflecting 

legislative reform addressing domestic issues, provisions have been introduced or interpreted 

addressing cruelty toward women within domestic relationships, including harassment 

intended to coerce dowry-related or other unlawful demands. These provisions reflect 

growing legislative attention toward protecting women from domestic abuse and coercive 

family-related conduct. Related special legislation, such as domestic violence acts at the 

provincial level, often supplements these PPC provisions given the evolving legal landscape. 

Understanding the interaction between PPC provisions and specialized protective legislation 

remains important for comprehensive practice in this area. This category reflects Pakistan's 

ongoing legislative efforts toward strengthening protections against domestic and gender-

based violence. 

37. Wrongful Restraint and Wrongful Confinement (Sections 339–348) Wrongful 

restraint involves voluntarily obstructing a person to prevent them from proceeding in a 

direction they have a right to proceed, while wrongful confinement involves a more severe 

restriction, wrongfully restraining a person in a manner that prevents them from proceeding 

beyond certain circumscribing limits. These offences protect individual liberty of movement, 

forming a graduated scale of severity based on the degree of restriction imposed. Aggravated 

forms of wrongful confinement, such as confinement for extortion purposes or confinement 
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in secret, carry enhanced punishment under specific provisions. These offences frequently 

arise in conjunction with kidnapping, abduction, or extortion-related criminal conduct. This 

category remains fundamental to protecting personal liberty from unlawful interference short 

of full kidnapping or abduction. 

38. Criminal Force and Assault (Sections 349–358) Criminal force involves intentionally 

using force against a person without their consent to cause injury, fear, or annoyance, while 

assault involves making a gesture or preparation intending to cause a person to apprehend 

criminal force is about to be used against them. These offences protect bodily integrity and 

personal security, even absent actual physical injury, recognizing the harm caused by 

threatening or forceful conduct itself. Related provisions address aggravated forms, such as 

assault or criminal force to deter a public servant from performing their duty, or to outrage 

modesty. This category forms a foundational protection against interpersonal violence, 

distinct from but often preliminary to more serious offences against the person. It remains a 

frequently invoked category in cases involving physical altercations and threatening conduct. 

39. Outraging Modesty and Related Offences (Section 354, 354-A) Section 354 addresses 

assault or criminal force intended to outrage the modesty of a woman, carrying enhanced 

punishment reflecting the serious harm caused by such conduct. Section 354-A specifically 

addresses stripping or parading a woman for the purpose of humiliation or degradation, 

reflecting particularly serious and demeaning conduct. These provisions have been subject to 

significant legislative reform strengthening protections and enhancing punishment given the 

serious harm inflicted on victims. Prosecution requires careful, victim-sensitive handling 

throughout investigation and trial proceedings. This category remains critically important 

within Pakistan's evolving framework protecting women from sexual harassment and gender-

based violence. 

40. Sedition (Section 124-A) Section 124-A addresses conduct bringing or attempting to 

bring into hatred or contempt, or exciting or attempting to excite disaffection toward the 

Federal or Provincial Government established by law, subject to specific exceptions 

protecting legitimate criticism made without exciting hatred or disaffection. This provision 

has historically been subject to significant judicial and constitutional scrutiny given its 

potential tension with fundamental rights of free expression. Courts have emphasized the 

need for careful, narrow interpretation to avoid improper suppression of legitimate political 

criticism or dissent. This provision requires careful balancing between legitimate state 

interest in maintaining public order and constitutional protections for free speech. It remains a 

significant and occasionally contested provision within Pakistani criminal and constitutional 

jurisprudence. 

41. Waging War Against Pakistan (Sections 121–123) These provisions address the most 

serious offences against the state, including waging or attempting to wage war against 

Pakistan, or conspiring to do so, carrying the most severe available punishment including 

death. Section 123 addresses concealing knowledge of a design to wage war against Pakistan, 

reflecting the serious duty to disclose such threats to state security. These provisions 

represent the most severe category of offences protecting the fundamental sovereignty and 

security of the state. They intersect closely with constitutional provisions under Article 6 

regarding high treason, though operating through distinct statutory mechanisms. This 

category remains of paramount importance given its direct connection to national security 

and state sovereignty. 
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42. Mischief (Sections 425–440) Mischief involves causing wrongful loss or damage to 

public or private property with intent to cause, or knowledge that the act is likely to cause, 

such loss or damage to any person. Various aggravated forms carry enhanced punishment 

based on the value or nature of property damaged, such as mischief causing damage to 

irrigation works, or mischief by fire or explosive substance. This offence protects property 

from intentional damage or destruction, distinct from theft, which involves unlawful taking 

rather than destruction. It frequently arises in the context of civil disturbances, personal 

disputes, and commercial conflicts involving property damage. This category remains 

significant given its broad application across diverse factual circumstances involving 

intentional property damage. 

43. Criminal Trespass (Sections 441–462) Criminal trespass involves entering or remaining 

upon property in the possession of another with intent to commit an offence, intimidate, 

insult, or annoy the person in possession. House-trespass and house-breaking, addressed in 

subsequent sections, involve aggravated forms specifically relating to entry into dwelling 

houses, carrying enhanced punishment given the heightened privacy and security interests 

involved. Further aggravated categories address house-breaking by night, or house-breaking 

in order to commit an offence punishable with death or life imprisonment. This offence 

protects possession and enjoyment of property from unauthorized and improperly motivated 

intrusion. This category remains frequently relevant in property disputes and as an 

accompanying charge to more serious offences committed through unlawful entry. 

44. General Exceptions — Mistake of Fact (Sections 76–79) These provisions establish 

that an act is not an offence if done by a person bound by law, or in good faith believing 

themselves bound by law, to do it, or if done under a mistaken but good faith belief that they 

were justified by law in doing the act. This reflects the fundamental principle that criminal 

liability generally requires a guilty mind (mens rea), and genuine, reasonable mistake of fact 

can negate that requisite mental element. Mistake of law, by contrast, is generally not a valid 

defense, reflecting the principle that ignorance of law is no excuse. This distinction between 

mistake of fact and mistake of law is a frequently tested foundational concept within general 

criminal law principles. It remains essential to accurately assessing criminal culpability in 

cases involving genuine factual misapprehension. 

45. General Exceptions — Necessity, Accident, Infancy (Sections 81–83) Section 81 

provides a defense where an act, though known to be likely to cause harm, is done without 

criminal intention to cause harm and in good faith to prevent other harm (necessity). Section 

80 addresses accidents occurring without criminal intention or knowledge during the course 

of a lawful act performed with proper care and caution. Section 82 provides absolute 

immunity for children under seven years of age, while Section 83 provides a qualified 

defense for children between seven and twelve years who have not attained sufficient 

maturity of understanding to judge the nature and consequences of their conduct. These 

provisions collectively reflect the Code's recognition that criminal liability requires both 

capacity and culpable mental state. This category remains fundamental to properly assessing 

criminal responsibility in cases involving mitigating personal or situational circumstances. 

46. General Exceptions — Insanity and Intoxication (Sections 84–86) Section 84 provides 

a defense where, at the time of the act, the accused was of unsound mind and incapable of 

knowing the nature of the act or that it was wrong or contrary to law. Sections 85–86 address 

intoxication, generally providing a defense only where intoxication was caused without the 

accused's knowledge or against their will, while voluntary intoxication does not excuse 
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criminal liability except in narrow circumstances regarding specific intent. These provisions 

reflect the law's careful balance between recognizing genuine incapacity and preventing self-

induced impairment from serving as a convenient excuse for criminal conduct. Establishing 

the insanity defense typically requires substantial medical and circumstantial evidence 

regarding the accused's mental state at the precise time of the offence. This category remains 

a frequently tested and practically significant area given its complex intersection of legal and 

psychiatric considerations. 

47. General Exceptions — Consent and Good Faith (Sections 87–93) These provisions 

address circumstances where an act causing harm is excused due to the victim's genuine 

consent, particularly in the context of ordinary bodily risks or medical treatment performed in 

good faith for the victim's benefit. Section 88 specifically protects acts done in good faith for 

a person's benefit with their consent, even if harm results, provided there was no intention to 

cause death. These provisions recognize that certain categories of harm, when consented to 

and performed with proper intention, should not attract criminal liability, reflecting practical 

considerations regarding medical treatment, sports, and similar activities. Careful analysis of 

the scope and validity of consent, along with genuine good faith, is essential to properly 

applying these exceptions. This category remains particularly relevant in medical negligence 

and consensual activity-related criminal matters. 

48. General Exceptions — Duress and Private Defence (Sections 94–106) Section 94 

provides a defense where an act is compelled by threats which, at the time of committing the 

act, reasonably cause the apprehension of instant death, subject to important exceptions 

excluding this defense for murder and certain offences against the state. Sections 96–106 

provide the comprehensive framework for the right of private defence, allowing reasonable 

force to protect person or property against imminent unlawful harm, subject to specific limits 

and conditions regarding proportionality and necessity. The right of private defence does not 

extend to causing death except in specifically enumerated circumstances involving grave and 

imminent threat. This framework represents a critical and frequently invoked defense in 

criminal cases involving genuine confrontation or threat situations. Understanding the precise 

boundaries and conditions of these defenses is essential for effective criminal defense and 

prosecution practice alike. 

49. Punishments (Sections 53–75) Section 53 enumerates the categories of punishment 

available under the Code, including death, imprisonment for life, imprisonment (rigorous or 

simple), forfeiture of property, and fine. Sections 63–70 address provisions regarding fines, 

including imprisonment in default of payment, while Sections 71–75 address limitations on 

punishment for offences comprising several offences, and enhanced punishment for repeat 

offenders in specified circumstances. This framework establishes the range and structure of 

available sanctions, providing courts with appropriate discretion to calibrate punishment 

according to the severity and circumstances of each offence. Understanding this punishment 

framework is essential for accurately applying appropriate sentences following conviction 

under specific substantive provisions. This foundational chapter underlies the practical 

consequences flowing from every substantive offence defined throughout the Code. 

50. Abetment and Liability for Offences Committed in Furtherance of Common 

Intention — Comparative Summary (Sections 34, 109, 114, 149) These interconnected 

provisions collectively establish Pakistan's framework for extended and derivative criminal 

liability, encompassing direct joint action (Section 34), abetment where the abetted act is 

committed (Section 109), abetment where the abettor is present at the commission of the 
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offence (Section 114), and liability of unlawful assembly members for offences committed in 

prosecution of common object (Section 149). Understanding the precise distinctions, 

applicable circumstances, and evidentiary requirements for each of these related but distinct 

provisions is essential for accurate charge framing, particularly in cases involving multiple 

accused persons. Courts frequently examine which specific provision most accurately reflects 

the factual circumstances of collective criminal conduct in a given case. This comparative 

understanding represents one of the most analytically sophisticated and frequently tested 

areas within Pakistani substantive criminal law. Mastery of these interlocking provisions is 

considered essential preparation for judicial service examinations and interviews. 

 


