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Delhi Sultanate Background (Pre-Mughal Administrative Roots)

1. What was the 'Iqta’ system, prominent during the Delhi Sultanate period?

Answer: A system of land revenue assignments given to nobles/officers in lieu of cash salary

Explanation: The Igta system granted revenue rights over land (not ownership) to nobles and soldiers as compensation
for service, distinct from full land ownership.

2. Who is credited with systematizing the Iqta system during the Delhi Sultanate?
Answer: lltutmish

Explanation: lltutmish is generally credited with organizing and expanding the Iqta system during the early Delhi
Sultanate.

3. Which Delhi Sultanate ruler is well known for his strict market control policies (price regulation)?
Answer: Alauddin Khilji

Explanation: Alauddin Khilji implemented comprehensive market regulations to control prices, particularly to support
his large standing army economically.

4. What was the 'Diwan-i-Arz' in the Delhi Sultanate administrative structure responsible for?
Answer: Military affairs and army administration

Explanation: The Diwan-i-Arz was the department overseeing military organization and administration, distinct from
the Diwan-i-Wizarat (finance).

5. Which department in the Delhi Sultanate handled'royal correspondence and official documents?
Answer: Diwan-i-Insha

Explanation: The Diwan-i-insha managed official correspondence, distinct from Diwan-i-Rasalat (foreign/religious
affairs) and Diwan-i-Wizarat (finance).

Babur & Humayun (1526:-"1556)

1. Who founded the Mughal Empire in the Indian subcontinent?
Answer: Babur

2. In which battle did Babur defeat Ibrahim Lodi to lay the foundation of the Mughal Empire?
Answer: First Battle of Panipat (1526)

Explanation: The First Battle of Panipat (1526) is distinct from the Second Battle of Panipat (1556, Akbar vs Hemu) — a
commonly confused pair.

3. What was the primary reason Babur invaded India in 1526?
Answer: He was invited by Daulat Khan Lodi and Alam Khan to challenge Ibrahim Lodi of the Delhi Sultanate

Explanation: Babur's invasion was partly invited by disaffected nobles like Daulat Khan Lodi, who opposed the reigning
Sultan Ibrahim Lodi.

4. Babur claimed descent from which two great conquerors?
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Answer: Timur (paternal side) and Genghis Khan (maternal side)

Explanation: Babur was a descendant of Timur through his father and of Genghis Khan through his mother — the
reverse pairing (option D) is a common mix-up.

5. Babur defeated Rana Sanga of Mewar in which battle?
Answer: Battle of Khanwa (1527)

Explanation: The Battle of Khanwa (1527) should not be confused with Babur's other campaigns against Medini Rai
(Chanderi, 1528) and the Afghans/Bengal forces (Ghaghra, 1529).

6. What is the name of Babur's autobiography/memoir?
Answer: Baburnama (Tuzk-e-Babri)

Explanation: The Baburnama, written in Chagatai Turkish, is Babur's memoir; it should not be confused with
Akbarnama (about Akbar) or Humayun-nama (written by Gulbadan Begum about Humayun).

7. Babur's memoir, the Baburnama, was originally written in which language?
Answer: Chagatai Turkish
Explanation: The Baburnama was later translated into Persian; the original was written in Chagatai Turkish.

8. Where is Babur buried?
Answer: Kabul, Afghanistan (Bagh-e-Babur)

Explanation: Babur is buried in the Bagh-e-Babur (Babur's Garden) in Kabuil, per his own wish, not in India where he
ruled. |

9. In which year did Babur die?
Answer: 1530

Explanation: Babur died in 1530, just four years after founding the empire in 1526 — a date frequently confused with
the founding year.

10. Who succeeded Babur as the second Mughal emperor?
Answer: Humayun
Explanation: Humayun, Babur's eldest son, succeeded him in 1530.

11. Which Afghan ruler defeated Humayun and forced him into exile?
Answer: Sher Shah Suri

Explanation: Sher Shah Suri defeated Humayun, establishing the Suri dynasty (1540-1555), an interregnum in Mughal
rule.

12. In which battle did Sher Shah Suri first decisively defeat Humayun?
Answer: Battle of Chausa (1539)

Explanation: Humayun was defeated by Sher Shah Suri first at Chausa (1539) and then more decisively at
Kannauj/Bilgram (1540), forcing him into exile — these two battles are often confused with each other.

13. Which ruler's court gave refuge to Humayun during his exile from India?
Answer: Safavid Shah Tahmasp of Persia
Explanation: Humayun took refuge with the Safavid ruler Shah Tahmasp of Persia during his years of exile.

14. In which year did Humayun regain the Mughal throne in Delhi?
Answer: 1555
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Explanation: Humayun recaptured Delhi in 1555, ending the Suri interregnum, but died the following year (1556) —
these two close dates are commonly mixed up.

15. How did Humayun die?
Answer: He fell down the stairs of his library at Purana Qila (Sher Mandal)

Explanation: Humayun died in 1556 after falling from the stairs of his library building, Sher Mandal, in Purana Qila,
Delhi.

16. Who commissioned the construction of Humayun's Tomb in Delhi?
Answer: Bega Begum (Haji Begum), Humayun's widow

Explanation: Humayun's Tomb was commissioned by his widow, Bega Begum (also known as Haji Begum); it is often
considered a precursor to the Taj Mahal.

17. Who was the Persian architect associated with the design of Humayun's Tomb?
Answer: Mirak Mirza Ghiyas

Explanation: Mirak Mirza Ghiyas designed Humayun's Tomb; Ustad Ahmad Lahori (who designed the Taj Mahal) is a
different architect from a later period, and the two are sometimes confused.

18. What major administrative and monetary reforms is Sher Shah Suri credited with, which later influenced
Akbar's administration?

Answer: Introducing the Rupiya currency and building the Grand Trunk Road

Explanation: Sher Shah Suri introduced the silver Rupiya and con;tructed/renovated the Grand Trunk Road; the
Mansabdari system was introduced later by Akbar.

19. Where was Akbar, Humayun's son, born?
Answer: Umerkot, Sindh
Explanation: Akbar was born in 1542 at Umerkot (in,rpresent-day Sindh, Pakistan) while Humayun was in exile.

20. Who was Akbar's mother?
Answer: Hamida Banu Begum

Explanation: Hamida Banu Begum was Humayun's wife and Akbar's mother; she should not be confused with Bega
Begum (another wife of Humayun).or Mariam-uz-Zamani (Akbar's own wife).

21. Which of Babur's sons, apart from Humayun, contested for power during Humayun's reign?
Answer: Kamran Mirza

Explanation: Kamran Mirza, along with Askari and Hindal, were Babur's other sons who created succession difficulties
for Humayun.

22. How long did the Suri dynasty's interregnum in Mughal rule approximately last?
Answer: Around 15 years (1540-1555)
Explanation: The Suri interregnum lasted from Humayun's defeat in 1540 to his recapture of Delhi in 1555.

Sher Shah Suri's Interregnum (1540 - 1555)

1. What major revenue and administrative reforms did Sher Shah Suri implement, later influencing Mughal
systems?

Answer: Land measurement (zabt) and a standardized currency (the Rupiya)
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Explanation: Sher Shah Suri's land measurement and revenue assessment system, along with his currency reform, laid
groundwork later refined under Akbar.

2. Which coin, introduced by Sher Shah Suri, became the standard currency later continued and refined under
the Mughals?

Answer: The Rupiya (silver coin)

Explanation: Sher Shah Suri's silver Rupiya became the standard currency, with the Mughals also issuing gold Mohurs
for larger transactions.

Akbar (1556 - 1605)

1. At what age did Akbar ascend the Mughal throne?

Answer: About 13-14 years old
Explanation: Akbar became emperor in 1556 at around 13-14 years of age, initially under the regency of Bairam Khan.

2. Who served as Akbar's regent during the early years of his reign?
Answer: Bairam Khan
Explanation: Bairam Khan acted as Akbar's regent/quardian from 1556 until he was dismissed in 1560.

3. In which battle did Akbar's forces defeat Hemu (Hemchandra Vikramaditya)?

Answer: Second Battle of Panipat (1556)

Explanation: The Second Battle of Panipat (1556) should not be confused with the First Battle of Panipat (1526), fought
by Babur.

4. Which Rajput fort did Akbar capture in 1568 after a prolonged siege?
Answer: Chittor Fort ;

Explanation: Akbar captured Chittor in 1568, Ranthambore fell the following year (1569) — these two conquests are
often confused.

5. Which syncretic religious order/faith did Akbar found in 1582?
Answer: Din-i-llahi
Explanation: Din-i-llahi was Akbar's syncretic faith blending elements of various religions; it is distinct from the older
Sufi and Bhakti traditions.

6. What was the 'lbadat Khana' established by Akbar at Fatehpur Sikri?
Answer: A house of worship/debate for scholars of different religions

Explanation: The Ibadat Khana hosted religious debates among scholars of Islam, Hinduism, Christianity,
Zoroastrianism, and Jainism.

7. In which year did Akbar abolish the Jizya tax on non-Muslim subjects?
Answer: 1564

Explanation: Akbar abolished the Jizya in 1564; it was later reimposed by Aurangzeb in 1679 — a fact commonly tested
in contrast.

8. What administrative/military ranking system did Akbar introduce for his officials?
Answer: Mansabdari system

Explanation: The Mansabdari system, assigning zat (rank) and sawar (cavalry) numbers to officials, was introduced by
Akbar; the Igta system belonged to the earlier Delhi Sultanate.
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9. Who is credited with devising Akbar's land revenue system based on a ten-year average of production and
prices?

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

Answer: Raja Todar Mal
Explanation: Raja Todar Mal devised the Zabt (or Dahsala) revenue system for Akbar's empire.

Who wrote the 'Akbarnama’ and 'Ain-i-Akbari', chronicling Akbar's reign and administration?
Answer: Abul Fazl

Explanation: Abul Fazl, one of Akbar's Navratnas, authored both the Akbarnama (history) and its concluding volume,
Ain-i-Akbari (administrative details).

Which of the following was NOT one of Akbar's 'Navratnas' (nine gems)?
Answer: Ustad Ahmad Lahori

Explanation: Ustad Ahmad Lahori was the architect of the Taj Mahal under Shah Jahan, a later emperor, not one of
Akbar's nine gems.

Which famous musician was a prominent member of Akbar's court?
Answer: Tansen
Explanation: Tansen, one of the Navratnas, was Akbar's most celebrated court musician.

Which city did Akbar build as his new capital in 1571, later abandoning it due to water scarcity?
Answer: Fatehpur Sikri

Explanation: Fatehpur Sikri was built by Akbar but abandoned after some years due to inadequate water supply;
Shahjahanabad (Delhi) was built later by Shah Jahan.

What monument did Akbar build at Fatehpur Sikri to commemorate his victory in Gujarat?
Answer: Buland Darwaza

Explanation: The Buland Darwaza (‘Gate of Victory') was constructed to commemorate Akbar's conquest of Gujarat in
1572.

Where is Akbar's tomb located?
Answer: Sikandra, near Agra
Explanation: Akbar's tomb is located at Sikandra, on the outskirts of Agra.

In which battle did the forces of Akbar (commanded by Raja Man Singh) fight against Rana Pratap of

Mewar?

17.

18.

Answer: Battle of Haldighati (1576)

Explanation: The Battle of Haldighati (1576) pitted Akbar's Mughal forces, led by Raja Man Singh, against Rana Pratap
Singh of Mewar.

Which policy did Akbar adopt to strengthen ties with Rajput rulers?
Answer: Matrimonial alliances (marrying Rajput princesses)

Explanation: Akbar married Rajput princesses (e.g., Mariam-uz-Zamani) and appointed Rajput nobles like Man Singh
and Todar Mal to high posts, integrating them into his administration.

Which region did Akbar annex in 1591, extending Mughal control over the lower Indus region?
Answer: Sindh

Explanation: Akbar annexed Sindh in 1591; Kashmir had been annexed earlier in 1586 — the two are sometimes
confused in sequence.
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19. In which year did Akbar annex Bengal into the Mughal Empire?
Answer: 1576
Explanation: Akbar's conquest of Bengal (defeating the Karrani dynasty) took place around 1576.

20. In which year did Akbar die?
Answer: 1605
Explanation: Akbar died in 1605, after a reign of nearly 49 years.

21. Which title is sometimes associated with Akbar for his religious and administrative innovations?
Answer: Jalal-ud-din Muhammad Akbar, 'the Great'

Explanation: Akbar's full name was Jalal-ud-din Muhammad Akbar; 'Akbar the Great'is a commonly used epithet
reflecting his significant reign.

22. Who was Akbar's principal wife and mother of Jahangir, later known by a title reflecting her status?
Answer: Mariam-uz-Zamani (a Rajput princess, also called Jodha Bai in popular culture)

Explanation: Mariam-uz-Zamani was Akbar's Rajput wife and Jahangir's mother; she is distinct from Nur Jahan
(Jahangir's wife) and Mumtaz Mahal (Shah Jahan's wife) — commonly confused figures.

23. Which conquest gave Akbar control over a key western seaport and boosted Mughal trade?
Answer: Gujarat (1572)
Explanation: The conquest of Gujarat in 1572 gave the Mughals access to the port of Surat, significantly boosting trade.

Mughal Administration, Revenue & Military System

1. What were the two key components of rank in/Akbar's Mansabdari system?
Answer: Zat (personal rank/status) and Sawar-(number of cavalry to be maintained)

Explanation: Under the Mansabdari system, each official (Mansabdar) held a Zat rank (indicating personal
status/salary) and a Sawar rank (indicating-cavalry obligation).

2. What was a 'Jagir' in the Mughal administrative system?
Answer: An assignment of land revenue given to a Mansabdar instead of a cash salary

Explanation: A Jagir was a grant of the right to collect land revenue from a specified area, given to Mansabdars as
compensation, similar in concept to the earlier Iqta.

3. What distinguished the Delhi Sultanate's Iqta system from the Mughal Jagirdari system, in terms of
transferability?
Answer: Both systems generally involved non-hereditary, transferable land revenue assignments (though
practices varied over time)

Explanation: Both the Iqta and Jagir systems were generally non-hereditary and transferable assignments of revenue
rights, distinguishing them from private land ownership, though the Mughal system was more elaborately organized.

4. What was the 'Zabt' (or Dahsala) system, refined under Akbar by Raja Todar Mal?

Answer: A land revenue system based on the average produce and prices over the previous ten years

Explanation: The Zabt/Dahsala system calculated land revenue based on a ten-year average of crop yields and prices,
providing more standardized assessment.
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5. Which revenue assessment method relied on estimation of crop yield by visual inspection, rather than
actual measurement or crop-sharing?
Answer: Kankut

Explanation: Kankut involved estimating the standing crop's yield through visual inspection, one of several methods
used alongside more precise measurement (Zabt) or crop-sharing (Bataij).

6. Which Mughal revenue collection method involved sharing the actual harvested crop between the state
and cultivator?
Answer: Batai (or Ghalla-bakhshi)

Explanation: Batai (crop-sharing) was one of several revenue assessment methods used in Mughal administration,
alongside Zabt (measurement-based) and others.

7. In Mughal provincial administration, what was a 'Subah'?

Answer: A province, headed by a Subedar (governor)
Explanation: The Mughal Empire was divided into Subahs (provinces), each administered by a Subedar, with further
subdivisions into Sarkars and Parganas.

8. What was the administrative hierarchy below a Subah (province) in the Mughal system, in descending
order?
Answer: Sarkar, then Pargana, then village

Explanation: The Mughal administrative hierarchy descended from Subah (province) to Sarkar (district) to Pargana
(sub-district) to individual villages.

9. Who was the central Mughal official responsible for overseeing revenue administration across the empire?
Answer: The Diwan (Wazir)
Explanation: The Diwan (or Wazir) headed the revenue and financial administration of the Mughal Empire.

10. Which Mughal official was responsible for military pay and muster (checking troop and horse quality)?

Answer: The Mir Bakhshi
Explanation: The Mir Bakhshi (paymaster-general) oversaw military administration, including verifying troops and
horses maintained by Mansabdars.

11. Which Mughal official oversaw religious and charitable endowments/grants?

Answer: The Sadr-us-Sudur
Explanation: The Sadr-us-Sudur managed religious grants, charitable endowments, and patronage to scholars and
religious figures.

12. Which official was responsible for the judicial administration and interpretation of Islamic law in the
Mughal Empire?
Answer: The Qazi
Explanation: The Qazi (chief justice, at various administrative levels) administered justice according to Islamic law
(Sharia).

13. Who typically maintained urban law and order (a police-like function) in Mughal cities?
Answer: The Kotwal
Explanation: The Kotwal was responsible for maintaining law and order and policing functions within Mughal cities.

14. Which of the following best describes the Mughal army's composition?
Answer: A combination of Mansabdars' contingents (cavalry), infantry, artillery, and elephants
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Explanation: The Mughal military combined cavalry contingents maintained by Mansabdars, along with infantry,
artillery, and war elephants.

15. What was the primary source of detailed information about Mughal administrative structure under
Akbar?
Answer: The 'Ain-i-Akbari', part of Abul Fazl's Akbarnama
Explanation: The Ain-i-Akbari, the third volume of Abul Fazl's Akbarnama, provides detailed documentation of Akbar's
administrative, revenue, and military systems.

16. Which Mughal administrative reform aimed to reduce corruption and abuse by regularly transferring Jagir
assignments among Mansabdars?
Answer: The periodic transfer of Jagirs (non-hereditary, rotating assignments)

Explanation: Jagirs were often transferred periodically among Mansabdars, partly to prevent officials from developing
overly entrenched local power bases.

Jahangir & Shah Jahan (1605 - 1658)

1. What was Jahangir's given/birth name before he became emperor?
Answer: Salim

Explanation: Jahangir was born Prince Salim; 'Khurram' was the birth name of his son, later Shah Jahan — the two are
often confused.

2. In which year did Jahangir ascend the Mughal throne?
Answer: 1605
Explanation: Jahangir became emperor in 1605, following Akbar's death.

3. What is the title of Jahangir's memoir?
Answer: Tuzk-e-Jahangiri
Explanation: The Tuzk-e-Jahangiri is Jahangir's autobiographical memoir, similar in style to Babur's Baburnama.

4. Who was Jahangir's influential wife, known for her significant role in governance?
Answer: Nur Jahan (Mehr-un-Nisa)

Explanation: Nur Jahan, married to Jahangir in 1611, wielded considerable political power; she should not be confused
with Mumtaz Mahal, who was married to Jahangir's son Shah Jahan.

5. Which Sikh Guru was executed during Jahangir's reign?
Answer: Guru Arjan Dev (5th Guru)

Explanation: Guru Arjan Dev was executed in 1606 under Jahangir; Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed later, in 1675,
under Aurangzeb — these two executions are commonly confused.

6. Which English ambassador visited Jahangir's court on behalf of King James I?
Answer: Sir Thomas Roe

Explanation: Sir Thomas Roe visited the Mughal court (1615-1618) seeking trading rights for the English East India
Company.

7. What symbolic device did Jahangir install outside his palace to allow subjects to seek justice directly?
Answer: The Golden Chain of Justice (Zanjeer-e-Adl)
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Explanation: Jahangir installed a chain with bells connecting to his private chambers, allowing petitioners to seek his
direct attention for justice.

8. Which prince rebelled against Jahangir early in his reign?

Answer: Khusrau

Explanation: Prince Khusrau, Jahangir's own son, rebelled against him shortly after his accession; he was later blinded
and imprisoned.

9. What was Shah Jahan's given/birth name before ascending the throne?

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Answer: Khurram
Explanation: Shah Jahan was born Prince Khurram; he adopted the title 'Shah Jahan' upon becoming emperor.

In which year did Shah Jahan become emperor?
Answer: 1628
Explanation: Shah Jahan ascended the throne in 1628, following a brief war of succession after Jahangir's death.

For whom did Shah Jahan build the Taj Mahal?
Answer: Mumtaz Mabhal, his wife, who died during childbirth
Explanation: The Taj Mahal was built as a mausoleum for Mumtaz Mahal (Arjumand Banu Begum), who died in 1631.

Who was the chief architect associated with the construction of the Taj Mahal?
Answer: Ustad Ahmad Lahori

Explanation: Ustad Ahmad Lahori is widely credited as the chief architect of the Taj Mahal, distinct from Mirak Mirza
Ghiyas, who designed Humayun's Tomb.

Which fort/palace complex in Delhi was built by Shah Jahan?
Answer: Red Fort (Lal Qjla)

Explanation: Shah Jahan built the Red Fort as part of his new capital, Shahjahanabad, in Delhi. (Agra Fort was
significantly built earlier, primarily under Akbar.)

What name was given to the new capital city built by Shah Jahan in Delhi?
Answer: Shahjahanabad

Explanation: Shah Jahan shifted the Mughal capital from Agra to a newly built city in Delhi, named Shahjahanabad
after him.

What is the name of the famous jewel-encrusted throne commissioned by Shah Jahan?
Answer: The Peacock Throne (Takht-e-Taus)
Explanation: The Peacock Throne was Shah Jahan's opulent throne, later taken by Nadir Shah to Persia in 1739.

Which mosque in Delhi was built under Shah Jahan's patronage?
Answer: Jama Masjid

Explanation: The Jama Masjid in Delhi was built by Shah Jahan; the Badshahi Mosque in Lahore was built later under
Aurangzeb — the two grand mosques are often confused.

Which of the following gardens is associated with Shah Jahan's patronage in Lahore?
Answer: Shalimar Gardens
Explanation: The Shalimar Gardens in Lahore were laid out under Shah Jahan's reign (1641-42).

Which of Shah Jahan's sons was known for his liberal religious views and translation of the Upanishads?
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Answer: Dara Shikoh
Explanation: Dara Shikoh, the eldest son and heir-apparent, was known for his interest in comparative religion and
translated Hindu scriptures into Persian.

19. Who defeated Dara Shikoh in the Mughal war of succession?

Answer: Aurangzeb
Explanation: Aurangzeb defeated his brother Dara Shikoh in the war of succession following Shah Jahan's illness in
1657.

20. Where was Shah Jahan imprisoned by Aurangzeb during his final years?
Answer: Agra Fort

Explanation: Aurangzeb imprisoned his father, Shah Jahan, in Agra Fort in 1658, where he remained until his death in
1666.

21. In which year did Shah Jahan die?
Answer: 1666
Explanation: Shah Jahan died in 1666, having spent his final years imprisoned in Agra Fort.

22. Which tomb, built by Nur Jahan for her father, is sometimes called the 'Baby Taj' due to its architectural
influence on the later Taj Mahal?
Answer: Itmad-ud-Daulah's Tomb

Explanation: Itmad-ud-Daulah's Tomb in Agra, built by Nur Jahan for her father Mirza Ghiyas Beg (Itmad-ud-Daulah)
during Jahangir's reign, is considered a stylistic precursor to the'Taj Mahal.

Aurangzeb (1658 - 1707)

1. What title did Aurangzeb adopt upon becoming emperor?
Answer: Alamgir

Explanation: Aurangzeb took the title ‘Alamgir' (meaning 'World Conqueror' or ‘Seizer of the Universe') upon ascending
the throne.

2. In which year did Aurangzeb formally ascend the Mughal throne?

Answer: 1658
Explanation: Aurangzeb formally became emperor in 1658, after defeating his brothers and imprisoning his father,
Shah Jahan.

3. In which year did Aurangzeb reimpose the Jizya tax on non-Muslims, reversing Akbar's earlier policy?

Answer: 1679
Explanation: Aurangzeb reimposed the Jizya in 1679, more than a century after Akbar had abolished it in 1564.

4. Which two major Deccan Sultanates did Aurangzeb conquer, extending the Mughal Empire to its greatest
territorial extent?
Answer: Bijapur (1686) and Golconda (1687)

Explanation: Aurangzeb's conquests of Bijapur (1686) and Golconda (1687) marked the peak of Mughal territorial
expansion.

5. Which Maratha leader founded the Maratha Empire and clashed extensively with Aurangzeb?

Visit: www.pakistanlawhub.com ¢ Page 12 of 25

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Pakistan Studies Notes for Competitive Exams

Answer: Shivaji
Explanation: Shivaji founded the Maratha Empire and was crowned Chhatrapati in 1674, posing a persistent challenge
to Aurangzeb's Deccan campaigns.

6. Which Sikh Guru was executed under Aurangzeb's orders in 1675?
Answer: Guru Tegh Bahadur (9th Guru)

Explanation: Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed in 1675 under Aurangzeb; this should not be confused with Guru Arjan
Dev's execution (1606) under Jahangir.

7. Which grand mosque, among the largest in the world at the time of its construction, was built under
Aurangzeb's patronage in Lahore?
Answer: Badshahi Mosque

Explanation: The Badshahi Mosque in Lahore was completed in 1673 under Aurangzeb's reign, distinct from the Jama
Masjid built earlier by Shah Jahan in Delhi.

8. What major compilation of Islamic jurisprudence was commissioned by Aurangzeb?
Answer: Fatawa-e-Alamgiri

Explanation: The Fatawa-e-Alamgiri, a comprehensive compilation of Hanafi Islamic law, was commissioned under
Aurangzeb.

9. How is Aurangzeb generally characterized in terms of religious orientation, compared to Akbar?

Answer: More orthodox and conservative in his religious policies
Explanation: Aurangzeb is generally seen as more religiously orthodox than Akbar, reversing several of Akbar's tolerant
policies (e.g., reimposing Jizya).

10. Which prolonged military campaigns significantly drained the Mughal treasury during Aurangzeb's later
reign? _
Answer: The Deccan campaigns against the Marathas and remaining Sultanates

Explanation: Aurangzeb's extended military campaigns in the Deccan against the Marathas and remaining regional
powers significantly strained Mughal finances.

11. In which year and location did Aurangzeb die?
Answer: 1707, at Ahmednagar

Explanation: Aurangzeb died in 1707 at Ahmednagar in the Deccan, where he had been engaged in prolonged military
campaigns.

12. How long did Aurangzeb reign as Mughal emperor, making him one of the longest-ruling Mughal
monarchs?

Answer: Approximately 49 years (1658-1707)

Explanation: Aurangzeb's reign of about 49 years was the longest among the major Mughal emperors.

13. Which group revolted against Aurangzeb's rule in the region around Agra/Mathura, partly in response to
his policies?
Answer: The Jats

Explanation: The Jats, along with the Satnamis, Sikhs, Marathas, and Rajputs, rose in rebellion at various points during
Aurangzeb's reign.

14. Which Rajput kingdom's succession dispute led to a prolonged and costly conflict with Aurangzeb (the
Rathore rebellion)?
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Answer: Marwar (Jodhpur)

Explanation: The succession dispute in Marwar (Jodhpur), involving the Rathore clan, led to a significant and costly
conflict with Aurangzeb.

15. Which of the following is a commonly debated/disputed claim about Aurangzeb's religious policies?
Answer: That he ordered the destruction of a large number of Hindu temples across the empire

Explanation: The extent and motivations behind temple destructions attributed to Aurangzeb remain a debated topic
among historians; some also note he issued grants to certain temples.

16. What was Aurangzeb's personal lifestyle generally noted for, in contrast to some of his predecessors?
Answer: Austerity and simplicity, avoiding lavish court luxuries

Explanation: Aurangzeb was known for a relatively austere and simple personal lifestyle, reportedly earning income
through copying the Quran and selling caps.

17. Which emperor's reign saw the Mughal Empire reach its greatest territorial extent, despite this expansion
contributing to later administrative strain?
Answer: Aurangzeb

Explanation: Under Aurangzeb, the Mughal Empire reached its largest territorial size, though the vast, overextended
empire proved difficult to govern efficiently.

18. Aurangzeb imprisoned which family member to secure his path to the throne?
Answer: His father, Shah Jahan

Explanation: Aurangzeb imprisoned his own father, Shah Jahan, in Agra Fort after defeating his brothers in the war of
succession.

19. Which of Aurangzeb's brothers, apart from Dara Shikoh, did he defeat/eliminate during the war of
succession? '

Answer: Shah Shuja and Murad Baksh

Explanation: Aurangzeb defeated and eliminated his brothers Shah Shuja and Murad Baksh, in addition to Dara Shikoh,
to secure the throne.

20. Which title reflects Aurangzeb's self-image and the meaning of 'Alamgir'?
Answer: 'Conqueror of the World/Universe'

Explanation: 'Alamgir’ translates roughly to 'World-Seizer' or 'Conqueror of the World', reflecting Aurangzeb's territorial
ambitions.

21. Which of the following was a long-term consequence of Aurangzeb's policies and prolonged wars, as
noted by many historians?
Answer: Weakening of the Mughal Empire's central authority and finances, contributing to its later decline

Explanation: While the empire reached its largest size under Aurangzeb, many historians see his policies and costly wars
as sowing the seeds of the Mughal Empire’s subsequent decline.

22. Which Deccan Sultanate did Aurangzeb conquer first, before Golconda?
Answer: Bijapur (1686)
Explanation: Aurangzeb conquered Bijapur in 1686, followed by Golconda in 1687 — the sequence is a commonly
tested detail.

Mughal Decline & Fall (1707 - 1857)
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1. Who succeeded Aurangzeb as Mughal emperor in 1707?
Answer: Bahadur Shah I (Shah Alam I)
Explanation: Bahadur Shah | succeeded Aurangzeb in 1707, beginning the period of weaker later Mughal emperors.

2. Which of the following contributed to the decline of the Mughal Empire after Aurangzeb?
Answer: Weak successors, costly wars, and the rise of regional/provincial autonomy

Explanation: The Mughal decline was a gradual process caused by weak rulers, financial strain from prolonged wars,
and increasing autonomy of regional governors, not a single event.

3. Which Mughal emperor was blinded and briefly held the throne amid intense court intrigue in the early
18th century?
Answer: Jahandar Shah

Explanation: Jahandar Shah briefly ruled (1712-1713) amid intense factional court intrigue before being overthrown
and executed.

4. Which powerful noble faction (the 'Sayyid Brothers') controlled Mughal politics as 'kingmakers' in the early
18th century?
Answer: Sayyid Brothers (Abdullah Khan and Hussain Ali Khan)

Explanation: The Sayyid Brothers dominated Mughal court politics, installing.and removing emperors, during the reign
of weak successors after Aurangzeb.

5. Which emperor's reign (1719-1748) is often seen as marking further significant decline, including Nadir
Shah's invasion?
Answer: Muhammad Shah 'Rangila’

Explanation: Muhammad Shah, nicknamed 'Rangila’, ruled during a period of continued decline, including Nadir Shah's
devastating invasion in 17389. :

6. Which regional dynasty, based in Hyderabad, emerged as a semi-independent Mughal successor state
under a former Mughal governor?
Answer: The Nizams of Hyderabad (Asaf Jahi dynasty)

Explanation: The Nizam of Hyderabad, founded by Asaf Jah | (a former Mughal governor of the Deccan), became a
virtually independent state as central Mughal authority weakened.

7. Which Persian ruler invaded Delhi in 1739, dealing a devastating blow to Mughal prestige and treasury?

Answer: Nadir Shah

Explanation: Nadir Shah's invasion and sack of Delhi in 1739 was catastrophic; he should not be confused with Ahmad
Shah Abdali, who invaded later in the 18th century.

8. What famous treasures did Nadir Shah take from Delhi after his invasion?
Answer: The Peacock Throne and the Koh-i-Noor diamond

Explanation: Nadir Shah carried off the Peacock Throne and the Koh-i-Noor diamond, among other treasures, back to
Persia.

9. Which Mughal province's Nawab was defeated by the British at the Battle of Plassey (1757)?
Answer: Bengal (Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula)

Explanation: Siraj-ud-Daula, the Nawab of Bengal, was defeated by Robert Clive's forces at Plassey in 1757, marking a
pivotal moment in British expansion.
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10. Which Afghan ruler led multiple invasions of India in the mid-18th century, culminating in the Third Battle
of Panipat?
Answer: Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durrani)

Explanation: Ahmad Shah Abdali led several invasions and decisively defeated the Marathas at the Third Battle of
Panipat in 1761.

11. In which year was the Third Battle of Panipat fought, primarily between Ahmad Shah Abdali and the
Marathas?
Answer: 1761

Explanation: The Third Battle of Panipat (1761) should be distinguished from the First (1526, Babur) and Second (1556,
Akbar) Battles of Panipat.

12. Which battle in 1764 further consolidated British power in Bengal, leading to the Treaty of Allahabad?

Answer: Battle of Buxar
Explanation: The Battle of Buxar (1764) should be distinguished from the earlier Battle of Plassey (1757); Buxar involved
a coalition including the Mughal emperor Shah Alam |I.

13. Which Nawab of Awadh was part of the coalition defeated by the British at the Battle of Buxar (1764)?

Answer: Shuja-ud-Daula
Explanation: Shuja-ud-Daula, the Nawab of Awadh, joined forces with Shah Alam il and Mir Qasim against the British
at Buxar, but the coalition was defeated.

14. Which Mughal emperor granted the Diwani (revenue collectlon) rights of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa to the
East India Company in 1765?
Answer: Shah Alam Il

Explanation: Shah Alam Il granted the Diwani nghts to.the East India Company following the Treaty of Allahabad in
1765, after the Battle of Buxar.

15. Which of the following regional powersrose to prominence as Mughal central authority weakened in the
18th century?
Answer: The Marathas, the Sikhs,'the Nawab of Bengal, and the Nizam of Hyderabad

Explanation: As Mughal power declined, several regional powers emerged, including the Marathas, Sikhs, and semi-
independent Nawabs/Nizams.

16. Which factor is often cited as a major FINANCIAL cause of Mughal decline after Aurangzeb's reign?
Answer: The prolonged and costly Deccan wars draining the imperial treasury

Explanation: Aurangzeb's decades-long Deccan campaigns severely strained Mughal finances, a burden that persisted
into the reigns of his weaker successors.

17. What role did the increasing autonomy of provincial governors (Subedars) play in Mughal decline?
Answer: Many governors became de facto independent rulers, weakening central imperial control

Explanation: As central authority weakened, provincial governors increasingly acted independently, effectively
fragmenting the empire’s unified administration.

18. Which of the following most accurately describes the political status of the Mughal Empire by the mid-
18th century (before 1857)?
Answer: A greatly weakened, largely symbolic power with regional states holding real authority

Explanation: By the mid-18th century, the Mughal emperor retained symbolic/ceremonial authority, while real power
lay with regional states and, increasingly, the British.
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19. Who was the last Mughal emperor, exiled after the 1857 War of Independence?
Answer: Bahadur Shah Zafar
Explanation: Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Mughal emperor, was exiled to Rangoon (Burmay) by the British following the
1857 uprising.
20. Where was Bahadur Shah Zafar exiled to after the 1857 War of Independence?
Answer: Rangoon, Burma
Explanation: Bahadur Shah Zafar was exiled to Rangoon, where he died in 1862.

21. Which event in 1857 marked the final end of Mughal rule in India?

Answer: The War of Independence (Indian Mutiny) and subsequent exile of Bahadur Shah Zafar

Explanation: The 1857 War of Independence (also called the Indian Mutiny/Rebellion) led directly to the British exiling
the last Mughal emperor, ending Mughal rule.

22. Approximately how many years did the Mughal Empire endure, from Babur's founding (1526) to its formal
end (1857)?

Answer: About 330 years

Explanation: The Mughal Empire lasted from 1526 to 1857, a span of approx:mate/y 330 years, though its effective
power had declined significantly well before its formal end.

Religion, Sufism & Society

1. Who founded the Chishti Sufi order in the Indian subcontinent, settling in Ajmer?
Answer: Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

Explanation: Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti established the Chishti order's presence in India, settling in Ajmer, Rajasthan, in
the late 12th century.

2. Which prominent Chishti Sufi saint is closely associated with Delhi during the Delhi Sultanate period?
Answer: Nizamuddin Auliya

Explanation: Nizamuddin Auliya, a leading Chishti saint, lived in Delhi and had significant influence during the Sultanate
era, including interactions with Amir Khusrau.

3. Who founded the Suhrawardi Sufi order's prominent center in Multan?
Answer: Bahauddin Zakariya

Explanation: Bahauddin Zakariya established the Suhrawardi order's influence in Multan, a major center distinct from
the Chishti order’s base in Aimer/Delhi.

4. Which famous Sufi saint, known for his shrine in Lahore and his work 'Kashf al-Mahjub', is often called 'Data
Ganj Bakhsh'?

Answer: Ali Hujwiri

Explanation: Ali Hujwiri (Data Ganj Bakhsh) is renowned for his shrine in Lahore and his influential Sufi text, Kashf al-
Mahjub.

5. Which Sufi order is particularly associated with Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi, known for opposing Akbar's Din-i-
llahi?

Answer: Nagshbandi order
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Explanation: Ahmad Sirhindi, a prominent figure of the Nagshbandi order, strongly opposed Akbar's syncretic policies
and worked to revive orthodox Islamic practice.

6. What title, meaning 'Renewer of the Second Millennium’, is associated with Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi?
Answer: Mujaddid Alf Sani

Explanation: Ahmad Sirhindi is known by the honorific 'Mujaddid Alf Sani’ for his efforts to revive Islamic orthodoxy,
believed to coincide with the turn of the second Islamic millennium.

7. Which Sufi order, associated with Abdul Qadir Jilani, also had significant presence in the subcontinent?
Answer: Qadiriyya order

Explanation: The Qadiriyya order, tracing its origins to Abdul Qadir Jilani of Baghdad, also spread and gained followers
in South Asia.

8. Which medieval devotional movement, emphasizing personal devotion to God and often challenging caste
distinctions, developed largely in parallel with Sufism?

Answer: The Bhakti movement

Explanation: The Bhakti movement, a Hindu devational tradition, developed alongside and sometimes interacted with
Sufi thought, both emphasizing personal, direct experience of the divine.

9. Which Bhakti saint/poet, often associated with themes bridging Hindu and Muslim devotional thought, is a
key figure of this movement?

Answer: Kabir

Explanation: Kabir, a weaver-poet, is renowned for his verses blending elements of Bhakti Hinduism and Sufi Islam,
emphasizing formless devotion over ritual.

10. Who founded Sikhism, drawing on both Bhakti and Sufi influences in medieval Punjab?
Answer: Guru Nanak '

Explanation: Guru Nanak (1469-1539) founded Sikhism, articulating teachings that reflect both Bhakti and, to some
extent, Sufi ideas of the era.

11. Which term describes the blending of different religious/cultural traditions, as seen in phenomena like
Akbar's Din-i-llahi and the broader Bhakti-Sufi interaction?

Answer: Syncretism

Explanation: Syncretism refers to the blending or fusion of different religious or cultural traditions, a notable feature of
the medieval Indian religious landscape.

12. Which 18th-century Islamic scholar and reformer, based in Delhi, sought to revive Islamic learning and
translated the Quran into Persian?
Answer: Shah Waliullah

Explanation: Shah Waliullah (1703-1762) was a major reformist scholar who sought to address the intellectual and
social decline of Muslims through renewed engagement with Islamic scholarship.

13. Which Sufi practice, involving spiritual music and sometimes dance to reach a mystical state, is particularly
associated with the Chishti order?

Answer: Sama (spiritual music/qawwali gatherings)

Explanation: The Chishti order is well known for its practice of Sama, spiritual gatherings involving devotional music
(later evolving into forms like gawwali).
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14. Which famous poet-musician, a disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya, is credited with contributions to qawwali
and Indo-Persian literary culture?

Answer: Amir Khusrau

Explanation: Amir Khusrau, closely associated with Nizamuddin Auliya, made lasting contributions to music, poetry, and
the broader indo-Islamic cultural synthesis.

15. Which of the following best describes the general relationship between the Ulema (religious scholars) and
the more mystically-oriented Sufis in medieval Muslim society?

Answer: There was often tension between orthodox Ulema and mystically-inclined Sufis, though the two
groups also overlapped and influenced each other

Explanation: The relationship between the Ulema (formal religious scholars) and Sufis was complex, ranging from
cooperation to significant tension over doctrinal and practical matters.

16. Which Sufi concept refers to the spiritual guide-disciple relationship central to most Sufi orders?
Answer: Pir-Murid relationship

Explanation: The Pir (spiritual guide) and Murid (disciple) relationship is fundamental to the structure and transmission
of teachings within Sufi orders (silsilahs).

17. What does the term 'silsilah’ refer to in the context of Sufism?
Answer: A spiritual chain/lineage connecting a Sufi order back to its founder and ultimately the Prophet

Explanation: 'Silsilah’ refers to the unbroken spiritual chain of transmission linking successive spiritual masters within a
Sufi order.

18. Which social institution associated with Sufi shrines (dargahs) provided free food to visitors and the
needy?
Answer: Langar (community kitchen)

Explanation: The Langar, a tradition of communal free food, is associated with many Sufi shrines (and later prominently
with Sikh Gurdwaras as well).

19. Which of the following describes the general impact of Sufism on the spread of Islam in the Indian
subcontinent?
Answer: Sufi saints' emphasis.on'personal piety, tolerance, and accessible spirituality contributed
significantly to the peaceful spread and local acceptance of Islam

Explanation: Historians widely credit Sufi saints' accessible, tolerant approach to spirituality as a major factor in Islam's
peaceful spread and local rootedness in South Asia.

20. Which Bhakti saint, a contemporary devotional poet often mentioned alongside Kabir, is associated with
Vaishnavism and ecstatic devotion in Bengal?
Answer: Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

Explanation: Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was a key figure in the Bhakti movement in Bengal, promoting devotional (bhakti)
worship of Krishna.

21. Which of the following correctly distinguishes the general orientation of the Nagshbandi order (as
practiced by figures like Sirhindi) from the more syncretic tendencies sometimes associated with the Chishti
order?
Answer: Nagshbandis generally emphasized stricter adherence to Sharia and opposed excessive syncretism;
some Chishti practices were seen as more accommodating of local customs
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Explanation: While both are legitimate Sufi orders within Islam, the Nagshbandi tradition (especially under Sirhindi) is
often noted for its emphasis on Sharia-compliance and opposition to what it saw as excessive syncretism, compared to
some more locally adaptive Chishti practices.

22. Which term describes non-Muslim tax abolished by Akbar and reimposed by Aurangzeb, relevant to
religion-state relations in Mughal India?
Answer: Jizya

Explanation: The Jizya was a tax historically levied on non-Muslim subjects, notably abolished by Akbar (1564) and
reimposed by Aurangzeb (1679).

Art, Architecture & Culture

1. Mughal architecture is generally characterized as a blend of which traditions?
Answer: Persian, Indian, and Central Asian (Timurid) architectural styles

Explanation: Mughal architecture synthesized Persian, Central Asian (Timurid), and indigenous Indian architectural
elements into a distinctive style.

2. Which monument is often considered an important architectural precursor to the Taj Mahal, featuring an
early use of a similar garden-tomb layout?
Answer: Humayun's Tomb

Explanation: Humayun's Tomb (built ~1570) introduced the charbagh (four-quadrant garden) tomb style later perfected
in the Taj Mahal.

3. Which massive gateway was built by Akbar at Fatehpur Sikri to commemorate a military victory?
Answer: Buland Darwaza

Explanation: The Buland Darwaza (‘Grand Gate') was built to commemorate Akbar's victorious Gujarat campaign
(1572).

4. Which Mughal-era tomb in Agra, built by Nur Jahan for her father, is noted for its delicate marble inlay
work and is nicknamed the 'Baby Taj'?
Answer: [tmad-ud-Daulah's Tomb

Explanation: Itmad-ud-Daulah's Tomb, built during Jahangir's reign, is celebrated for its intricate pietra dura marble
inlay, a stylistic bridge toward the Taj Mahal.

5. Which iconic white marble mausoleum in Agra was built by Shah Jahan?
Answer: Taj Mahal

Explanation: The Taj Mahal, built for Mumtaz Mahal, is the most celebrated architectural achievement of Shah Jahan's
reign.

6. Which grand mosque, built under Aurangzeb, is one of the largest mosques in the world from the Mughal
period, located in Lahore?
Answer: Badshahi Mosque

Explanation: The Badshahi Mosque, completed in 1673 under Aurangzeb, remains one of the largest and most iconic
Mughal mosques.

7. Which garden complex in Lahore, laid out during Shah Jahan's reign, reflects the Mughal love of formal
Persian-style gardens?
Answer: Shalimar Gardens
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Explanation: The Shalimar Gardens in Lahore, built under Shah Jahan (1641-42), exemplify the Mughal charbagh
garden design tradition.

8. Which tomb, built in the Deccan by Aurangzeb's son Azam Shah for his mother, is architecturally inspired by
(and sometimes called a smaller version of) the Taj Mahal?
Answer: Bibi Ka Magbara

Explanation: Bibi Ka Maqgbara in Aurangabad, built for Aurangzeb's wife Dilras Banu Begum, is often called the 'Deccan
Taj' due to its clear architectural inspiration from the Taj Mahal.

9. Which Mughal fort complex in Delhi, built by Shah Jahan, includes structures like the Diwan-i-Aam and
Diwan-i-Khas?
Answer: Red Fort (Lal Qila)

Explanation: The Red Fort in Delhi, Shah Jahan's primary residence after shifting the capital, includes the Diwan-i-Aam
(hall of public audience) and Diwan-i-Khas (hall of private audience).

10. What does 'Diwan-i-Khas' refer to, as found in Mughal palace complexes?
Answer: The hall of private audience, where the emperor met select nobles/dignitaries

Explanation: The Diwan-i-Khas was reserved for private meetings between the emperor and select nobles, distinct from
the more public Diwan-i-Aam.

11. Which language served as the primary court language for administration and literature during most of the
Mughal period?
Answer: Persian

Explanation: Persian was the official court language of the Mughal Empire, used extensively in administration,
literature, and historical chronicles.

12. During which Mughal emperor's reign is the.art of Mughal miniature painting generally considered to have
reached a particularly refined and celebrated peak?
Answer: Jahangir

Explanation: Jahangir, himself a connoisseur of art, is widely credited with patronizing a golden age of detailed,
naturalistic Mughal miniature painting.

13. Which decorative technique, involving inlaying semi-precious stones into marble, is prominently used in
the Taj Mahal?
Answer: Pietra dura (parchin kari)

Explanation: Pietra dura, the art of inlaying colored stones into marble to create intricate patterns, is a hallmark
decorative feature of the Taj Mahal and related monuments.

14. Which fort, primarily developed under Akbar (with later additions), served as a major Mughal residence
before the capital shifted to Delhi?
Answer: Agra Fort

Explanation: Agra Fort was significantly developed under Akbar and served as a primary Mughal residence before Shah
Jahan later built the Red Fort in Delhi.

15. Which of the following Mughal-era mosques in Lahore, known for its elaborate tile work (kashi-kari), was
built under Shah Jahan's reign by a court noble?
Answer: Wazir Khan Mosque

Explanation: The Wazir Khan Mosque in Lahore, built by Shah Jahan's noble Hakim limuddin Ansari (‘"Wazir Khan'), is
renowned for its intricate glazed tile work.
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16. Which Mughal-era mosque, located in Sindh, is renowned for its extensive use of glazed tile work and
numerous domes?

Answer: Shah Jahan Mosque, Thatta

Explanation: The Shah Jahan Mosque in Thatta, Sindh, built during Shah Jahan's reign, is celebrated for its elaborate tile
decoration and numerous domes designed for acoustic effect.

17. Which of the following best describes the general architectural style associated with Akbar's reign, as seen
at Fatehpur Sikri?

Answer: A blend incorporating red sandstone construction and both Islamic and indigenous (Hindu/Jain)
decorative elements

Explanation: Akbar's architecture, especially at Fatehpur Sikri, notably blended Persian/islamic forms with indigenous
Indian (including Hindu and Jain) decorative motifs and red sandstone construction.

18. What is the general architectural/material shift observed moving from Akbar's red sandstone monuments
to Shah Jahan's structures?

Answer: A shift toward extensive use of white marble, seen prominently in Shah Jahan's monuments like the
Taj Mahal

Explanation: While Akbar's era favored red sandstone (as at Fatehpur Sikri and Agra Fort), Shah Jahan's reign is marked
by a preference for luxurious white marble construction.

19. Which of the following literary works, written during Akbar's reign, combines historical narrative with
detailed administrative documentation?
Answer: Akbarnama and its appendix, Ain-i-Akbari (by Abul Fazl)

Explanation: Abul Fazl's Akbarnama, with its Ain-i-Akbari appendix, is the key literary/administrative source for Akbar's
reign, distinct from the memoirs of Babur and Jahangir.

20. Which prominent form of devotional/court music, with roots partly traced to the Sufi tradition and figures
like Amir Khusrau, developed significantly during the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal periods?

Answer: Qawwali

Explanation: Qawwali, a devotional musical form associated with Sufi shrines, has roots tracing back to figures like
Amir Khusrau during the Delhi Sultanate period.

21. Which of the following best describes the calligraphic art form widely used to decorate Mughal
monuments, manuscripts, and coins?

Answer: Islamic calligraphy (khatt), often featuring Quranic verses and Persian poetry

Explanation: Islamic calligraphy was extensively used to decorate Mughal architecture, manuscripts, and coinage, often
featuring Quranic verses or Persian poetic inscriptions.

22. Which Mughal garden design principle, based on a fourfold layout symbolizing the four rivers of Paradise,
is seen in monuments like the Taj Mahal and Shalimar Gardens?
Answer: Charbagh (four-quadrant garden)

Explanation: The charbagh, a Persian-derived four-quadrant garden design symbolizing the four rivers of Paradise, is a
recurring feature in Mughal garden and tomb architecture.

Decline of Muslim Rule & Rise of British Power

1. Which battle in 1757 is generally regarded as the starting point of British political dominance in India?
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Answer: Battle of Plassey

Explanation: The Battle of Plassey (1757), where Robert Clive defeated Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula of Bengal, is widely seen
as the foundational event for British political control in India.

2. Who led the East India Company's forces to victory at the Battle of Plassey?
Answer: Robert Clive

Explanation: Robert Clive commanded the British East India Company's forces at Plassey, defeating Siraj-ud-Daula with
the help of internal betrayal (notably by Mir Jafar).

3. Which Bengali commander's betrayal significantly contributed to the British victory at Plassey?
Answer: Mir Jafar

Explanation: Mir Jafar, a commander in Siraj-ud-Daula’s army, conspired with the British and withheld his forces during
the battle, in exchange for being installed as the new Nawab.

4. The Battle of Buxar (1764) was fought between the British and a coalition that included which three
parties?
Answer: The Mughal emperor Shah Alam 1l, the Nawab of Awadh Shuja-ud-Daula, and the Nawab of Bengal
Mir Qasim

Explanation: The coalition at Buxar (1764) united the Mughal emperor, the Nawab of Awadh, and the deposed Nawab
of Bengal against the British, but was decisively defeated.

5. Which treaty followed the Battle of Buxar and granted the East India Company Diwani rights over Bengal,
Bihar, and Orissa?
Answer: Treaty of Allahabad (1765)

Explanation: The Treaty of Allahabad (1765) formalized the grant of Diwani (revenue collection rights) to the East India
Company by Emperor Shah Alam 1.

6. Which British parliamentary act, passed in 1773; was among the first attempts to regulate East India
Company affairs?
Answer: Regulating Act of 1773

Explanation: The Regulating Act of 1773 was an early British parliamentary measure to bring the East India Company's
Indian administration under greater government oversight.

7. Which act, passed in 1784, further strengthened British government control over East India Company
administration through a Board of Control?
Answer: Pitt's India Act

Explanation: Pitt's India Act (1784) established a Board of Control, increasing direct government oversight over
Company affairs, building on the earlier Regulating Act.

8. Which British Governor-General is associated with the 'Subsidiary Alliance' system, used to bring Indian
princely states under indirect British control?
Answer: Lord Wellesley

Explanation: Lord Wellesley (Governor-General 1798-1805) pioneered the Subsidiary Alliance system, requiring allied
Indian rulers to accept British troops and control over their foreign policy.

9. Which British Governor-General is associated with the controversial 'Doctrine of Lapse' policy for annexing
Indian princely states?

Answer: Lord Dalhousie
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Explanation: Lord Dalhousie (Governor-General 1848-1856) implemented the Doctrine of Lapse, annexing princely
states that lacked a natural heir, a policy that fueled resentment before 1857.

10. Which Mysore ruler fought multiple wars against the British and died defending his capital Seringapatam
in 1799?
Answer: Tipu Sultan
Explanation: Tipu Sultan, the 'Tiger of Mysore’, died in 1799 at the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War's climactic Battle/Siege of
Seringapatam.

11. Which British general led the conquest and annexation of Sindh in 1843?
Answer: Charles Napier
Explanation: Sir Charles Napier led British forces to annex Sindh in 1843, following battles at Miani and Hyderabad.

12. In which year was Punjab annexed by the British, following the Anglo-Sikh Wars?
Answer: 1849

Explanation: Punjab was annexed in 1849, after the Second Anglo-Sikh War, ending the Sikh Empire founded by Ranjit
Singh.

13. Who was the powerful Sikh ruler whose death in 1839 led to instability and eventual British annexation of
Punjab?
Answer: Maharaja Ranjit Singh

Explanation: Maharaja Ranjit Singh built a powerful, unified Sikh Empire in Punjab; his death in 1839 led to succession
struggles that the British eventually exploited.

14. What major event in 1857 is variously described as a 'mutiny’, 'rebellion’, or 'War of Independence’
against British rule?
Answer: The 1857 uprising, beginning with the sepoy mutiny at Meerut

Explanation: The 1857 uprising began with a sepoy mutiny at Meerut and spread across northern India, involving both
military and civilian resistance to British rule.

15. Which immediate grievance is commonly cited as a spark for the sepoy mutiny at Meerut in 1857?
Answer: Rumors that new cartridges were greased with cow and pig fat, offending both Hindu and Muslim
soldiers

Explanation: The controversy over the Enfield rifle cartridges, rumored to be greased with animal fat objectionable to
both Hindu and Muslim sepoys, is widely cited as the immediate spark for the 1857 mutiny.

16. Which act, passed by the British Parliament in 1858, transferred control of India from the East India
Company directly to the British Crown?
Answer: Government of India Act 1858

Explanation: The Government of India Act 1858, passed after the 1857 uprising, ended East India Company rule and
established direct British Crown administration.

17. Which title did Queen Victoria eventually adopt in relation to India, reflecting direct Crown rule?
Answer: Empress of India (from 1876)

Explanation: Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India in 1876, formalizing direct British Crown sovereignty over
the subcontinent.

18. Which of the following best describes the annexation of Awadh (Oudh) by the British in 1856, a key
grievance before 1857?
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Answer: The British annexed Awadh on grounds of alleged misgovernment, despite the Nawab's loyalty

Explanation: The 1856 annexation of Awadh, justified by claims of misgovernment by Lord Dalhousie's administration,
was a major grievance contributing to unrest ahead of 1857.

19. Which economic policy of the British, involving the systematic increase of land revenue demands and
changes in land tenure (e.g., Permanent Settlement), significantly impacted Indian agrarian society?
Answer: Land revenue settlements such as the Permanent Settlement (1793) in Bengal

Explanation: British land revenue policies, such as the Permanent Settlement of 1793 in Bengal (creating a class of
Zamindar landlords), significantly reshaped Indian agrarian relations.

20. Which of the following was a significant longer-term economic effect of British colonial rule often
highlighted in historical analysis?
Answer: The deindustrialization of traditional Indian industries (e.g., textiles) in favor of British
manufactured goods
Explanation: Historians widely note that British colonial policies contributed to the decline of traditional indian

industries (such as handloom textiles) as the subcontinent became a source of raw materials and market for British
manufactured goods.

21. Which of the following describes the political status of India |mmed|ately after the failure of the 1857
uprising?
Answer: Direct British Crown rule was established, and the Mughal emperor was exiled, ending any
remaining nominal Mughal sovereignty

Explanation: After 1857, the British Crown took direct control (ending Company rule), and the last Mughal emperor,
Bahadur Shah Zafar, was exiled, formally ending even nominal Mughal authority.

22. Which of the following regional powers fought a prolonged series of wars (the Anglo-Maratha Wars)
against British expansion before eventual defeat?-
Answer: The Maratha Confederacy

Explanation: The Maratha Confederacy fought three major wars (Anglo-Maratha Wars) against the British between the
late 18th and early 19th centuries before-their eventual subjugation.
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